Audit of the management of early syphilis at North Manchester General Hospital.
The city of Manchester has seen a sustained increase in reported cases of early (infectious) syphilis since the late 1990s. We audited the management of patients presenting with early syphilis to North Manchester General Hospital, with reference to the UK national guidelines. Between January 1999 and December 2001 72 cases of early syphilis were identified. Most (90%) occurred in men who have sex with men, 50% of whom were HIV-positive. Serology and polymerase chain reaction testing of lesions were useful diagnostic tests. Treatment regimens followed the national guidelines in 63% of cases, with adherence to the guidelines improving as the outbreak continued. The majority of patients were treated with intramuscular penicillin (78%), with only three discontinuing this treatment due to side effects. Only 4% of sexual contacts identified were traced and screened, an indication of high levels of both anonymous sex and partner change in this group.